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Amazing cultural diversity throughout the country

India’s languages, dances, music; architecture, food and
customs differ from place to place within the country

There is hardly any culture in the world that is as varied
and unique as India’'s



India is one of the most religious countries in the world with large
and active populations of Hindus (80.45%), Muslims(13.43%),
Christians(2.34%), Sikhs(1.86%) and others

Unlike in the West where one’s taith is considered
“private”, Indians tend to  display their religion
prominently

People who are irrziigious are looked upon rather
suspiciously

A person’s name, ¢ccupation, style of dress, marriage partner, and
diet are all largety based on religion



Religion and Spirituality contd...
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Family ‘
Family plays a significant role in the Indian culture. For generations, ’;‘
India has had a prevailing tradition of the joint family system. It is a ‘
system under which extended members of a family - parents;\'hlldren S |
the children’s spouses and their offspring, etc. \(\ s 5 :"'/“'
d
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Marriage ‘Q\A J “\‘
For centuries, arranged marriages have @gQ@édmon in Indian & 1 :
society though men and women have aI had the choice of who g
- they want to marry. Even today, the %?(lty of Indians have 5
their marriages planned by thenrqaren& other respected famlly- A : _
- members, v RS —

e ———

| ! A S e S

_ The divorce rate is extremel(_low Qgpared with about 50% in the
| United States
The arranged marrnag\éﬁ%&@ally have a much lower divorce rate.

\Namaste

“" Namaste, namaskar or Namaskara or Namaskaram,
VanakkamNomoshkaar is a common spoken greeting in Indian
subcontinent.

Namaskar is considered formal version than Namaste but both express
deep respect.Taken literally, it means "l bow to you“,word is derived from
Sanskrit (namah): to bowand (te): "to you".

NacasLe



LANGUAGES

=India has 21 officially recognised
languages which is only 2 less than
the European Union!

=Under constitution, Hindi and
English are official languages of (@
the state

=Two major linguistic faw
Indo-Aryan (74%) and D Q@h (24%)

¢@

Fanguage

M Hindi
ki Bengali

i Telugu

i Marathi

i Tamil

i Urdu

L Guijarati
LIKannada
LiMalayalam
I Oriya



FESTIVALS
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Christian Festivals

Baisakhi 17. Christmas 18. Ester 19. Qood Friday
Basant Panchami Sikh Festivals ‘(\
Diwali 20. Guru Nanak Jay@o}l Lohri
Durga Puja Muslim Festival
Holi 22.Bakra Eid 2 %@’j-ul fitr 24. Muhorram
Janmasthami Buddhist Fesggalo-’

25. Buddh@ rhima

Jain F@stlv

26 9"‘ Jayanti

I)&tatn@gal Festivals

&Qxlndependence Day
R8.Republic Day
\Q(b' 29.Gandhi Jayant

\4

- - > - ’
e,
b THe 9,

b £

<
[
‘?

) C

>

E)
-
ik
()







¥ Indian dance toc
1 has diverse folk
and classical
forms. Among
the well known
folk dances are
the bhangsa of
48 Punjaky Bihu of
: Assam the
chhau“of
2 flll lharkhand, Odisi
A aof Orissa,
v ghoomar of

_PERFORMING ARTS

e RaJasthan
dandiya and
g garba of Gujarat
%4 and Lavani of
i Maharashtra.
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ARCHITECTURE

Indian architecture has
evolved through various
ages in different
regions of the country.
Apart from these
natural and obvious
evolution from the pre-
historic and historic
periods, evolution of
Indian architecture was

generally affected by Q& S
th d
e emergence an &\Q\

decay of great empires {\&
and dynasties in the QQ’

sub-continent . db\’b\'
>
AN

N4

A




ouisine

How to eat Indian food







Important dishes of India Contd...
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CLOTHING

Traditional clothing in India grea

across different parts of the coun
It is influenced immensely by local
geography and climate. ,
Popular styles of dress include draped

Q
garments such as Sari for wom@aan@hoti
or lungi for men; in addition, stitg? clothes
such as churidar for womerlégﬁ‘ urta-
pyjama and European-stylg, ousers and shirts

for men, are also popular.
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